Welcome message from Chairperson of SUSE, Callum MacGregor

Sadly I must begin by reporting the death of former Board member George McInally, formerly of North Lanarkshire council. George was a highly respected advocate of Supported Employment. He will be missed and the thoughts of the SUSE Board go out to his family, friends and former colleagues at this sad time.

The future of Work Choice remains subject to much speculation and discussion. This is hardly surprising given the continued silence from the new Government on this programme. In Scotland preferred bidder, Shaw Trust continues to impress with the work being done on the implementation in the 3 package area’s they will manage. Information from Leonard Cheshire, preferred bidder in contract package area 1 has been less forthcoming. Hopefully all will become clear in time. The question of the start date of October this year being achievable is perhaps one that will be answered by the publication of next month’s e bulletin. 

Following the launch of The Supported Employment Framework for Scotland, the Government, COSLA and SUSE are undertaking a range of activities to support the implementation of the framework. This is under the umbrella of the Supported Employment Implementation Board.   Much of this work is around increasing awareness of supported employment – what it is and what its benefits are to individuals, communities, commissioners; and employability, health and social care practitioners. Three supported employment demonstration sites are planned, to increase awareness, promote consistency and improvements in quality. Currently, the lead partners in the implementation of The Framework are in the process of selecting the demonstration sites. 

As a precursor to the work in the demonstration sites an introductory event took place on June 8th and more details of this can be found in our news features below.    Employability partnerships and local authorities that expressed an interest in being a demonstration site were invited to the event.  Speakers were invited to give the evidence based for supported employment, their experience of working with supported employment providers and people with disabilities and Social Return on Investment (SROI). 

For further information on the above, please access the full review accessible from the news features below.

Please be advised that SUSE membership packs and invoices are being collated and distributed.  Again, I ask that you are prompt in completing your application and returning your paid invoices, to ensure full access to SUSE member benefits.  

Thank you again for your continued support and I ask that you take the time to read the news items.

Callum
News

Community Links briefing paper
This briefing community links shares the secret to our success, and proposes how the developing Work Programme must be designed so that it doesn’t leave behind those who most need its support. 

Former SUSE Board member dies. 
Sadly SUSE has lost a champion of supported employment with the death of former Board member George McInally. George was on holiday in Greece when he passed away

Supported Employment Framework Initiation Event
Following the launch of The Supported Employment Framework for Scotland, the Government, COSLA and SUSE are undertaking a range of activities to support the implementation of the framework. This is under the umbrella of the Supported Employment Implementation Board.
Ministerial Statement on the future of welfare to work 
A Ministerial Statement on the future of welfare to work contracting was released yesterday by Chris Grayling MP, Minister for Employment
BASE urges Government to consider employment needs of people with disabilities
Press release from BASE - BASE urges Government to consider employment needs of people with disabilities

Third Sector Access to ESF - Meeting
An ESF Priority 5 working Group has been established which is meeting on Thursday 3 June at 10am in Glasgow. This is a cross sectoral group.
Pathways to work critised by National Audit office
A National Audit Office report published today has given a fairly damming verdict on DWP’s Pathways to Work programme. 
Iain Duncan Smith discuss reforms to tackle poverty and unemployment
A radical welfare reform programme designed to tackle entrenched poverty and end the curse of intergenerational worklessness is set out today by new Secretary of State for Work and Pensions Iain Duncan Smith.

Events 
Health Works in Scotland – a good practice event. 
Promoting evidence, expertise and excellence in supporting people with health conditions remain in, return to or move into work or other meaningful activity. - Crowne Plaza Hotel, Glasgow (SECC) - 7 October 2010
Free training - 'rights and responsibilities into and out of work'
Free training course from the Action Group on ‘rights and responsibilities when moving in and out of work.’ 
Training Services & Courses - British Association of Supported Employment
BASE (British Association of Supported Employment)offer a range of consultancy and training services. 

